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THE next time there’s an emergency like a local power failure or a RECONMERD 1 Sudee fie Roes: Oni Huntiss T Rt
large-scale blackout, will you be able to find vour flashlight? How (] vwirrer , :“f:: _E:h:lmlj:j;ﬂ i
about a portable radio for listening to the news? While many people E emalL .5' l;:i_m :'U‘.Lt::,m.m;ﬂ_ G G e S gEpve
own those items, they often end up being buried out of sight, deep in SEND TO PHONE ™ Offers Path to Prison. =
drawers or closets, never to surface again, simply because they aren’t Sy PRINT 4. 'The Obamas' Marriage
that attractive. [ REPRINTS 5. South Koreans Struggle With Race
6. Frank Rich: The G.O.P. Stalinists Invade Upstate New
But emergency items don't have tobe &L SHARE York

Multimedia evesores, says the New York designer Sy 7. Hiking History: England’s Ancient Ridgeway Trail

Harrv Allen. He recently pﬂﬂﬂEI‘Ed s 8. Thomas L. Friedman: Maore Poetry, Please
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with Johnson & Johnson to revamp its BR 6% e O':"S 9. Maureen Dowd: Part Mortuary’s Pull
o S - - =y e : Sty 10. Paul Krugman: Too Little of a Good Thing
> Deluxe First ﬁ_jd Kit, cre_atmg a VISIT THE SITE
- sculptural white case with a bold red Go to Complate List »

cross and an integrated grip area for carrying — the sort of
K i Eaahie thing you would be proud to show off when a friend cuts a
Shopping With Harry Allen ﬁﬂger-

It replaces the company’s previous kit, which was little

more than “a clear clamshell with a label stuck on it,” Mr.
Allen said. This month, his sleek new version won the best packaging award in 1.D.
magazine's 2009 annual design review.

Why is the look of such a utilitarian product important?

What you get for ... $45[] 000

“When something’s more beautitul, mayvbe youll leave it out rather than trving to hide it ALSO IN REAL ESTATE #

under the counter, which is a good thing,” he said, especially when time is of the essence. * Who should get affordable homes?
) « Your new condo leaks? Join the club

Mr. Allen isn't the only designer giving emergency-preparedness items an overhaul. nytimes.com REAL ESTATE
Shopping in Manhattan and online, he found a number of products offering an appealing
blend of form and function.

At the Home Depot in Chelsea, he admired the white HomeHero fire extinguisher for its EVERTEERERTE

streamlined design. Its bright red pull pin and push-button operation would make it
intuitive to use, he said. K' OW)

A few blocks away at Paragon Sports, he headed for the camping section, where he
examined the water purifiers, portable stoves and lanterns. “They can overdesign this
stuft,” he said, to the point “where yvou don’t even know what they are.” One product that
received his approval was the X Mug by Sea to Summit — a simple collapsible silicone cup
that's easy to carry in a bag or pocket.
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Online, Mr. Allen selected the Torch flashlight by Jonas Damon for Areaware, which has a Biay How

wood handle and an LED that runs on hatteries. “I like the idea that when yvou're reaching

for your flashlight, this looks like a flashlight,” he said of its clean, unmistakable shape.

He also admired the clarity of the bandage packaging by Help Remedies: a minimalist

white square with a simple description and an embossed impression of what's inside.

But Mr. Allen cautioned that style should never be considered more important than Fertility Help Today

tunction. The best products comhbine both, he said, but in a pinch, “I would rather have a Very Successful, Custom, Fertility Treatment in
lite raft that saves me than a life raft that looks good.” MD, DC, and VA
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