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Education Allen was awarded a Masters in m-.'ms.hnald&mgn from the Pratt Institute, Mew Yaork

Carear Allen began working for Prescriptives Cosmatics ning cownters and point-of-purchase
displays. Taking the ideas ha had developed thare, e opened a stedio and designed a line of furmnitune
called *Living Systams', which he showed at the International Contermporany Furniture Fasr in New
York. Allen has achisved recognition for his intesior desion work such as the Moss Gallery in New
‘fork's SoHo district. He ks also imvolved in product design and has designed an extenshe rangs

of home furnishings. and bying, often using nenw and uncommaon matenials. His work has spanmed
many design disciplines, including graphic design, window displays, merchandising displays, 10gos,
packaging, labets and shop graghes, Aweards In 2000 Alan won the Fashion Group Infermational
Third Annual Rising Star Award in the area of inberor design, the Brookhyn Museurn of ArtModermism
owung Dassgner Avaand and the Irtenors Geonges Melson Design Awand. In September, 2003, his Aveda
Uruku lipstick packagng won the Intemational Package Design Award. Glients Include Habitad,
Dune, Magis, the Solomon B Gugagenbesm Museum in New York, Wanner Brothers, Eastrodn Kodak
and kaa. Furthar information Allen was featuned by House and Ganden (LSA) madgazing in 2001

a5 ot o ten people in th desagn workd o vwalch, In 2000 thiiss of Alen's plecss wiend Stlectad for

the ‘LS Desagn 197 5=2000" exdubdion onganined by the Dacrer Al Musaum in Demern, Colorado,
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A recleveloped underiakers
and mortuary on a main strest
in Manhattan's Alphaibet City
i wihang you will find Harry
Allen's first-floor apartment
Tha entrance hall retains tha
original marble floor amnd walls
bt upstairs is very much tha
home of a sophisticated MNew
Yorker. Fillad with his own work,
diesign classics and pleces
from closa friends, Allen Bees
with his partner John and their
w0 basset hounds




Abowve et Tha ol tabda in
the foregrowund i by Charles
Earmes and the lege abstract
pairifing on ke wall batesan
the wincdows is By Hale Allan,
Abowe right Allen designed
thu Seating covanad in a rich
bdus Maharam. Opposite
Adlen’s apartment consists
of c long. open space with
a fitted seating anea at one
end and tha kitchen at tha
opposite and, inked by a
vast table designed by Allen
and constructed from an
engineansd wood product
called Parallam. The central
cailing light above the tabla
was also designed by Allen
85 'was tha mult-Functiongl
uphotsiened grey folding
chair/takds
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Opposite A Donald Judd
wooden chair 5its on top of the
marble-topped sideboand; the
sculpture ks by Sol LeWitt, The
framed digital |::r1r1l4:|f amth
wig takian by the American
wtoiaﬂm Joseph Schesr,
Right Allen seated in front of
a shalving system he designed
tl're-lal:llaarmhraa
::;andl&su:ics also by him,
wihich were cast from found
abjects. Balow Chartal
of an Eames chair for Herman
Miller with an Eiffel Tower basa,

“] like light a
organization.
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pihens do you Bee’
partnar John and | have
an apartment in the East
llage of MNew York City and
A house in Bediord, New
ork State.

O did wol find your home !
bouwght the building.

o long hiave you lved there?
Six years.

Al was the starting point 1o
ts design?
started out living in the
apartment alone and ot that
il | wems concemed with
ity & Tew things. | wanted
A really functional kitchen
which to cool, a large
dining table to seat all my
ends, a large sitting area
o rilire 1o after dining,
a place to sleep and a place
o bathe. For every project |
ploy my design sensibility,
bt | also try to mdake Surne
riaflect my clent. In this
ise | am applying my design
prirsciphes to my life. Much
of the art in the apartment
as ghven to me by friends

212

and Tamily. | have designed
or collected much of the
Turniture. Most impoartantly,
it iz alive, it changes almost
daily, we re-hang the art,
we gel new things, we goet
rid of the old, weé re-armange,
wit try things out. That is
thi Tun of it all.

Which room o ol fesl i most
SUCtBsEhl? "

The main reom, which
incorporates a dining and
living area, is the most
striking. The apartment
was created with friends
and entertaining in mind:
an industrial kitchen, a
table that seats twenty
and a couch that fits
equally as many.

How hava pour design principles
nfjuenced your home'!

It works both ways. My
design principles influence
my home and my home
influences my design
principles. Mecesasity ks

the mother of invention

after all. For instance, the

rengvation process was

an axercise in reduction.

It is all about earving out

a rational space. As far as
decoration, | am a collector
really. | like to use my
designs, but | also like art,
design history and just
beautiful objects., | balieve
that if you assemble a group
of baautiful, interesting
things all together thay

will becoma a beautiful,
decorative schama and will
spaak of the inhabitant, the
collector. | don't really
subscribe to the whole
pattern and colowr-matching
system of interior design.

What is design?
I ook at it as imposing
rational order,

Haowr hiana your views on design
changed sanca you bagan your
caraer?

i have matured. Life stepped
in and taught me a few
lessons. In the beginning

I was workling In a vacuum
and | created some vary
good stull there, but | have
bean axposed bo a great

variety of people, projects
and places. You can't just
wialk in and apply this very
rigid perspective. You

hawe to learmn, adapt and
experiment. Through that
Prociass your perspective
changes = you find now
creative ground. You keap
all the criteria you started
with and just keep on adding
to that. It gets harder to
satisfy all the criteria, but
whan you do you get really
great designs.

What have you leamt?

Peopls want things that
work. Pecple want comfort.
People like wood and
warmth, famiilar materiaks,
You don't have 1o re-invent
the wheel every tima you do
a project. One must leava
tolerances — whal works

on paper does not always
work in real lite. Everything
should ba laval and squara
before you start work.

WD are your heroas’
I'va got a very broad bass
of interest and | don™t




must acknowledge Ray

and Charles Eames. And
lowe the work of George
elson and Henry Dreyfuss,
ontemporary designers
ould e difficult, bt
ould definitely include
gnstantin Greie, Jasper
orrison and Ali Tayar.
rehilects would include
adao Ando and Rem
ocalhaas.

heng doyou Sedk nspiraton’
Art, History, Mature,
Engineering and Travel.

How do you bagin working on
a1 project?
listen. | observe. | think.
| skatch. And usually there
i a flash of inspiration, the
irst thowght about a project,
ich should always ba
onourad and pursued.

What do you prefer towork
vith’? Compuier? Pancil? Pen?
Al of the above. | really only
sketch these days and |
am not very particular about
he medium. My amazing
stafi then take it and make
t ook real, elither via hand
enderings or the computer.
d all the technical
drawings are done on
& compuler.,

o i WO reconcae design
AT CORSLTISTS
5ign is meant to e sold,
ar to Séll. 1t is a marriage of
art and industry; or culiune
gGind commearcé. Thérs i
o need to reconcile design
ith consumensm, beciuss
n its nature design is
ammaarcial.

Wil i5 the ona trendgy Ehat ey
WA MBS T

hought.

What could you nof live
without?

Mo family? Mo foodT Mo
soap? Ungualified, this is

a scary question, but | will
cuﬂcen;.a:: on T‘I“l-a.mﬂalhad
goods. aps my 4
It ks lking size, but since this
= an exercise in reduction,
| could manage on a ?men
I'd love a Dusx, but | will
setile for a Sealy.

What kind of envronment do
yioma likoes wiorkang In?

I like light and organization.
| currently work in a
completely open space,
but it could really use Some
divigion.

o chosis ot cliffar Trdm wour
Iiningy Spice’

Only functionally. Home

is about eating, sleeping
and bathing. Work is about
work. Apsthetically there
is not much of a difference
in philosophy.

cribe an average day
Every day is 50 vary
different = and I like it that
way. | am a pratty early riser
=& to T am, maybe a bit later
if | can afiord it or | have
bean out the night bafore.
Breakfast and newspaper
with my boyfriend John.
Commute one and a half
hours from the country
ane minute in the city,
work work work, lunch,
wiark work work., Stop at
about 5 or 6. Dinner with
friends or at home, or 8
movie. Bul really, there is
o Evarage day.

Whiat i imporant’?

| wias just in Frankfurt for
the housewanres Show and
it really made me want to
puk. All that erap, 5o much
of it; people buy it and we
burn up the world 1o make
it. | really want my life

to ba filled with lowve,
culiture, good food and
drink, friends and family,
nature, exercise, thought,
music and a few good
things. | aspire to collect
the best things, not many,
but just a few of the best
and 1o make the rest.

vrnat ane we gating nght
icciany?

In respect of design |

think some examples of
companies that are getting
it right are Prada; Aveda,
Apple and many of tha
fashion brands. Even mass-
market retailers, ke Target,
are making great design
available to everyone.
Haowever, | think the US lags
bxhind in areas of design
and design education.
Having said that, | like the
ecological consciousneas
that permeates the design
community; | like the art-
based, conceptual direction
of degsign; | like the humible,
functional assthetics that
continue to be developed

in many areas of design.
Experimentation with new
marterials and methods,
such as digital media and
robotics, are things that we
are gatting right today with
a view o more conscious
guality living.

Mature or nurtuma?
Hature.

Should a home be "a machina
forBvinQ " ?

I you think about it ewvery
home ks really a maching in
that it serves some function,
it serves our lives.

\at i taghe?
Education.

Whiat's your fevourite material
1o vk st
Whatever | am working with

at the moment. There arg
only potential favourites.

How do you feal you've mada
VOUr mark?

| like to think that | will take
a place in daskgn history -
just a few more ideas that
mark an era and maybe
move culture forward a bit.

| hope | have inspired a few
younger designers to push
the envelope even further.

I think my early materials
work was pretty important;
at l=ast it has been collected
and is In a few museums.
But | have so much more to
dasign 30 It might not yet be
tirme to be talking about mmy
mark. Doesn't that all get
sorted out after you dia?

M you were ashed 1o grae the
workd @ singhke peece of advice,
what would it ba?

Take down your Christmas
lights after New Year's Eve.
Mo, really; it would be to
CONSERE anergy, NESources
and just conserve in genaral.

Wit willl the house of the
fuitusns look e’

| am by nature drawn to
ratiendal architecture. It
seems that designers and
archifects ang just o happy
that they finally hawve a bool
that enables them to build
anything, that they build
anything. With the
maturation of computers
people stopped thinking
about what was appropriate.
I think all this blobitecturs
and amorphous form is a bit
ridiculows, like the cars of
the fifties. | do not like desig
that screams 'look at ma'.

What's naxt?

For ma, reality. | have been
making products whose
forms are cast directly
fram life.




